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Pawpaw and Audubon partner for the environment
Ranger Celena Zimmerman of Gam-

ble Rogers/North Peninsula State Park 
hosted a “Landscaping for Wildlife” 
event on Saturday, May 25, and invited 
Halifax River Audubon and the Pawpaw 
Chapter to participate as co-presenters. 
An attentive group of about 25 people 
took in valuable information and stayed  
after the event to ask many good ques-
tions of Sande Habali, Tom Colvin, Me-
lissa Lammers, and Ranger Zimmerman.

Using Audubon’s “Plants for Birds” 
program as a springboard, Melissa, 
Sande, and Don Spence have been speak-
ing at events and to homeowner’s associations about the essential role native plants in home landscapes play in 
stopping the decline of North American songbird populations and, indeed, in maintaining the biodiversity that 
supports all life. They emphasize that planting native plants for birds is far kinder and gentler on our environ-
ment, and especially our water, than typical Florida landscape practices, and provide a “roadmap” to help others 
begin to go native.  

If you know of a group or homeowners’ association that would be interested in learning about “Native Plants 
for Birds,” please contact Melissa at melissalammers@gmail.com—Melissa Lammers (Photo by Luis Villalon) 

Conference 2019:
a first-timer’s view

The 39th annual conference of the 
Florida Native Plant Society in Crystal 
River was a first-time experience for our 
chapter treasurer, Karen Walter, who first 
learned about FNPS through the confer-
ence Pawpaw hosted in Daytona Beach. 
Karen offers her thoughts on her first 
conference:

The mission of FNPS (“to promote the 
preservation, conservation, and resto-
ration of the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida”) is ex-
actly what I believe. But how do I do it? 
The annual conference held this year in 

Melissa Lammers, Tom Colvin and Sande Habali at the ‘Landscaping for Wildlife’ event.

Left, Barbara Kieran on a conference field trip led by Dr. Walter Taylor. Right, Karen relaxing at 
one of the evening dinners offered as part of the conference. 



Crystal River offered an opportunity to hear from top environmentalists and to meet and spend time with people 
from other chapters. These opportunities allowed me to discover more about FNPS in general, as well as how 
individual chapters are working on the mission statement. 

The field trips were the highlight of the conference for me. They offer experiences with leaders in their fields. 
We got to see new and different plant communities. These opportunities gave us a first-hand glimpse into our 
fabulous, fragile, and unique Florida, thus furthering our understanding of our need to preserve, protect, and 
conserve. 

We also heard from inspiring and entertaining speakers who shared information about FNPS projects and 
policies. The opportunity to witness the enthusiasm for our organization gave me inspiration and new energy for 
what our organization stands for and can accomplish. It is an opportunity everyone should experience. 

Editor’s Note: Annual conferences are opportunities for members to expand their knowledge and benefit from the 
research and science of the society. Members at all “levels” can benefit. While attending the conference is not free, 
each year the Conference Committee offers opportunities to volunteer and mitigate the cost. By volunteering for a 
day, for example, you get a free field trip. If you haven’t attended in the past, come see for yourself next year when 
the conference takes place in Jacksonville at the University of North Florida. (Photos by Sonya Guidry) 

Natives nuture art, and science
Randall Preston, art teacher and garden club sponsor at Indian 

River Elementary in Edgewater, received a native plant educa-
tional grant from the Pawpaw Chapter for her school’s gardens. 
Students from the garden club planted and tended the plants in 
preparation for the school’s “Earth Day Extravaganza.” The gar-
dens became a focal point during the celebration, providing in-
spiration for artwork and opportunities of study for young citizen 
scientists.  

Randall’s art classes continue to utilize the gardens in their art. 
Most recently, artists drew pictures of themselves as plants! The 
Education Committee of the Pawpaw Chapter will continue to 
support these endeavors in following school years with advice on 
care and propagation as well as donations of more plants to com-
plete the garden beds. —Sande Habali

Upcoming events: 
June 10 (Mon): Pawpaw Chapter meeting with Renee Stambauch on landscaping with native plants
June 15 (Sat): Pawpaw field trip to Lake Ashby Park for walk and picnic. Leader: Warren Reynolds
June 15 (Sat): Cuplet Fern Chapter’s tour of natural areas at Stetson (reservations required)
June 15 (Sat): Pollinator Day at Tomoka State Park
June 17 (Mon): Park of Honor workday, Olive Street, South Daytona
 
July 8 (Mon.): Pawpaw Chapter meeting with Dr. Jennifer Mitchell on St. Johns River restoration
July 13 (Sat): Pontoon boat eco tour on St. John’s River from Astor to Lake George with lunch at Blackwater Inn. 

$32 per person. Meet at 9:30 or 10 am at Blackwater Inn
July 15 (Mon): Park of Honor workday, Olive Street, South Daytona

Aug, 12 (Mon.): Pawpaw Chapter meeting with Byron White on Yaupon Brothers,  his agribusiness growing and 
manufacturing Yaupon holly tea.

Aug. 17 (Sat): Native plant swap and picnic, Indian River Lagoon Park off Saxon Avenue, New Smyrna Beach

Keep up with chapter events at facebook.com/pawpawchapter/

facebook.com/pawpawchapter





