
Critical Volusia County growth meeting this week: 
Come out and show your support!
Wear your green scarves at the June 14 Volusia County Council meeting, a special followup meeting to the April 12 
Growth workshop. The special meeting on growth management and permitting will run from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 14, in the county council chambers of the Thomas C. Kelly Administration Center, 123 W. Indiana 
Ave., Deland. Growth and Resources Management staff will review potential changes to the county’s comprehensive 
plan and land development regulations that were discussed with the County Council during the April 14 workshop. 
Staff will also ask the County Council for further direction on potential changes to growth and environmental 
protection concerns.

We have received information that a large cadre of landowners and their supporters plan to be at the meeting 
to speak out forcefully against any changes at all to environmental regulations. We have been advised that the 
environmental community, including the FNPS, needs to be there en masse to support the review of all the 
individual items affecting growth and the environment as outlined in this Agenda Item (originally from May 
Meeting): https://vcservices.vcgov.org/agenda/agendas/20220517/Item-15-9851.pdf  -- Melissa Lammers

Greetings from Amber Stevenson, our new Vice-President!
I grew up in SE Volusia, graduated from New Smyrna Beach High School, and received my Bachelors degree in 
Wildlife Ecology from UF in 2005. During college, I assisted with data collection for the UF Assessment of Non-
native Plants in Florida’s Natural Areas. After college, I began my career with the Volusia County sea turtle 
program. For 13 years, I managed the sea turtle survey team in New Smyrna Beach and served on the Board of 
Directors for the NSB Turtle Trackers volunteer group. Since 2019, I have been working with Danny Young at 
Young Bear Environmental Consulting. I am enjoying the opportunity to expand on my knowledge and interests in 
landscape ecology and native plant conservation. I look forward to working with you all and contributing to your 
mission. -- Amber Stevenson
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PAWPAW CHAPTER FNPS WELCOMES YOU!
• Our meetings: second Monday of the month, 

7-8:30 pm. 
• JUNE meeting is June 13 at Yaupon Bros Factory 

& Cafe, 504 Pullman Rd, Edgewater, FL  32132 
• (NOTE: Meeting locations different all summer 

due to Piggotte Center renovation)
• NO MEETING IN JULY 2022
• Our Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
PawpawChapter

Sweat bee near, and honeybee on, a Penstemon 
multiflora; by Leslie Nixon
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First Volusia County City Nature Challenge a Success
The CNC 2022 Volusia County results are in! During the first Volusia 
County City Nature Challenge in late April, early May, 119 folks from 
Pawpaw Chapter and four other local environmental organizations 
uploaded over 1,465 photos of all the life forms they could find during 
the four-day event. Despite a number of common duplicate "discoveries", 
557 different species of plants, reptiles, amphibians, insects, birds, sea 
life, slugs, spiders, and mammals were confirmed. Congratulations to all! 
Your dedicated teamwork came up with some good citizen science! 
    Interestingly enough the top two most commonly photographed 
species this year were exotics: Muscovy ducks and brown anoles!  
Thankfully our threatened federally listed Gopher tortoise came in third 
place with 13 observations. You guessed it...the most commonly observed 
Florida plant species with 12 observations was the often maligned, but 
ever-blooming Bidens alba! -- Sonya Guidry

                          

Three outreaches on the same day? 
It can be done! 
Pawpaw members participated in "How to" events at three different 
libraries to encourage people to try something new. In our case, we 
got to tell folks about FNPS and the Pawpaw Chapter and native 
plants. The best part of all: We reached over 100 people!!
Enthusiasm was high. We spread out in Ormond, Port Orange, and 
Deland. We thank members Suzie Shaeffer, Peggy Youkubonus, 
Barbara Kieran, Paul Rebmann, Judi van Horne, Janet Cauvoit, 
Nancy Hull, Karen Walter, and Sande Habali. We hope to welcome 
new members soon. 

-- Sande Habali
                

Upcoming events
June 13:  Monthly meeting PawPaw Chapter FNPS
(See temporary meeting place page 1)
June 17:  Field trip to Green Springs Park, 
994 Enterprise Osteen Rd., Deltona

Contact your congressperson:  
Support RAWA!
According to the latest information on the Recovering America's Wildlife Act (RAWA), the two bi-partisan federal  
bills enabling RAWA (SB 2372 and HR 2773) are still to be voted on in the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. This bill provides funding for (1) the conservation or restoration of wildlife and plant species of 
greatest conservation need; (2) the wildlife conservation strategies of states, territories, or the District of Columbia; 
and (3) wildlife conservation education and recreation projects.  This bill has been approved by FNPS and by the 
Pawpaw Board. 
     The National Wildlife Federation has been coordinating support for RAWA and has suggestions for activities and 
actions in June aimed at getting RAWA passed. They note that the House will probably be voting on HR 2773 
during the week of June 13-17.  For more information: National Wildlife Federation, https://www.nwf.org 

-- Suzie Shaeffer and Susan Anderson



        

Milkweed & other great plants for sale!
Several members have milkweed plants that are doing well and ready for sale. The following types of milkweed are 
available:
Asclepias tuberosa, or butterfly milkweed (hot, dry, sunny) 
Asclepias incarnata, or pink swamp milkweed, (sun to part sun, damp to wet feet)
Asclepias perennis, or white swamp milkweed, (part sun to part shade, very damp to wet)
     Other plants include 3-gallon sparkleberry, 3-gallon elderberry, 3-gallon Florida privet, swamp hibiscus, green 
eyes, and many others.  
Please email pawpaw@fnps.org for a complete list of plants and prices.  

-- Karen Walter

We trekked through one of Flagler 
County’s best-kept secrets . . .
 Despite May 14 being a busy Pawpaw Chapter education 
outreach day at three separate libraries, a dozen people found 
their way through West Flagler's rural backroads to discover one 
of the County's most delightful remote parks, Haw Creek 
Preserve! Thankfully the winding 3/4-mile-long boardwalk made 
for perfect land-lubber viewing of the botanically diverse oak-
cypress hydric hammock ... which was indeed flooded. (Oddly, no 
mosquitoes!) Aquatic-loving plant species were in abundance: 
Cypress, Swamp Laurel oaks, Carolina Ash, American Elm, and 
spiny limbed Water Locust trees (the same trees that caught 
botanist, Andre Michaux's attention during his trek through 
Florida in the late 1700s). We actually found the prized May Haw 

trees still bearing a few bright red haws that early pioneers used to 
collect to make jelly. Trumpet Creeper vines with their bright red tubular flowers made out very well in the flood 
plain forest by climbing palms and haw trees alike.  Protected by the hydric hammock's microclimate, many 
Bartram's airplants, golden Polypody ferns, shoestring ferns as well as epiphytic green fly orchid plants abounded. 
All in all, everyone had a wonderful morning exploring one of Flagler County's best-kept secrets: Haw Creek 
Preserve! 

-- Sonya Guidry 

Pawpaw Chapter participates in 41st Annual FNPS conference
Thirteen Pawpaw members attended or otherwise participated in the Annual FNPS Conference this year. It was held 
virtually, via the Whova app. This year's conference theme was "Gateway to Florida's Biodiversity." Our own Danny 
Young did a great job of setting up the virtual plant ID contest this year. What do you know: Botanist and past FNPS 
President Susan Carr won the top score! A number of Pawpaw members participated by submitting native plant 
photos: Vicky Hines, Judi Van Horn, Sonya Guidry and Karen Walter.

       
-- Sonya Guidry

News to SMILE about: 
Your online purchases can help our chapter!
Next time you buy online, you can generate donations for us! The Pawpaw Chapter has partnered with 
AmazonSmile. The next time you purchase an item online at Amazon.com, you have the option of selecting 
AmazonSmile on eligible items, and then choosing Pawpaw Chapter FNPS as your charity. When you do this, 0.5% 
of the purchase price of your items will be donated to our chapter. (You pay no extra; the AmazonSmile Foundation 
is directly making the donation for you.) Happy shopping!
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The Observatory
Thank you always everyone for your beautiful photos!
Left: Moth on Coreopsis spp; by Sande Habali.
Right: Jamaica caper; by Karen Walter.

Editor's Corner
Space permitting, the editor(s) will sometimes have a corner in the newsletter. This month, Jenny Nazak would like to share 
with you some scenes from her neighborhood (in Daytona Beach, a few blocks from the ocean). 
Top, left to right: 1) shadow of a Sabal palm, with its beautiful spherical crown left intact. Many thanks to the City of 
Daytona Beach for listening to input from permaculture and native-plant advocates, who requested that the City discontinue 
extreme "hurricane pruning" of our iconic state tree. Look how much shade they can provide if they're not scalped! 2) 
Liberation from straight edges! Bidens alba, Florida peppergrass, and other hardy natives softly frame a sidewalk. 3) Simple 
beauty: hands-off approach to a lawn enables an ever-changing mixture of dune plants to emerge on a previously sterile-
looking sidewalk strip.
Bottom: (far left) a client's yard denuded and eroded by conventional mow & blow practices; (middle and right) slope restored 
by use of a combination of rocks, sticks, leaves, rugged succulents, Florida Friendly plants, Florida native dune flowers ... and 
a lot of TIME, experimentation, and prayer! ("Earth Abides" ... but only if we humans don't "erode" her resilience.)


