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A year of challenges, a time for thanks
The past two years as your chap-

ter president have been exciting and 
rewarding and I want to thank the 
chapter for the present of the two 
bay-cedars (Suriana maritima https://
www.fnps.org/plant/suriana-mari-
tima) which I planted in the yard 
the day after the auction. I especially 
want to thank all of you who gave me 
words of encouragement and praise 
even though I was not as excited 
about pleas to continue on past the 
customary two years in the chapter 
lead. The praise should actually go 
to all the members who make every-
thing happen, you are the ones that made me a successful president.

Even with the challenges of this past year, the Pawpaw Chapter continues to be one of the more successful 
FNPS chapters. We continued with our meeting schedule online, albeit with a few learning glitches and program 
changes. After the initial pause, the chapter field trips resumed, with limited size and appropriate precautions.  
After an initial drop following the start of the pandemic, membership came back up to around the same levels 
as before. We were even able to have a safe and very successful modified native plant auction in December. The 
outdoors afternoon event may turn out to be a model for the future.

While the online meetings have been mostly well attended—some exceedingly so —I think I can safely speak 
for the chapter in saying that we miss the faces that we have not been seeing and we look forward to returning to 
the Piggotte Center for the monthly meetings sometime in 2021.

Join me in welcoming Katie Tripp in her new role as chapter president. Katie has been very active in the 
chapter and also in promoting the use of native plants, and I am confident that she will be a great leader for our 
group.—Paul Rebmann (photo by Luis Vilalon)

How to hold an auction 
during a pandemic

The Pawpaw Chapter’s annual plant auction is one of 
its most eagerly anticipated events, so members were de-
termined to try to find a way to make it happen despite 
the many challenges of 2020. Moving it to an outdoor 
location (thanks, Marine Discovery Center) and clear-
ly establishing safety guidelines made it possible. As 



always, there was spirited 
bidding, with both familiar 
and uncommon plants find-
ing new homes. But the day 
was perhaps most savored for 
the chance to once again be 
in each other’s company, even 
at arm’s length and behind 
masks. (Thanks to Luis Vil-
lalon for the photos.) 

Looking ahead: programs and field trips for 2021
programs
Jan. 11:  Chief Brian Emanuel of the St. Johns River Water Management District will be our speaker (via Zoom). 

Topic: DeBary Bayou Restoration
Feb 8: Dr. Basil Ianonne, an ecologist from the University of Florida, will be speaking (via Zoom) about his re-

search on increasing biodiversity in suburbia using native plants.
May 10: Dr. Cindy Bennington is a leader of the Volusia Sandhill Pollinator Project at Stetson University. She will 

be speaking about that project.

Field trips and events
Jan. 16: Colby-Alderman Park, Cassadaga
Jan. 18: Park of Honor work day, 9 a.m., Olive Street, South Daytona
Feb. 13: Betty Steflik Preserve, Flagler
Feb. 15: Park of Honor work day, 9 a.m., Olive Street, South Daytona
March 13: Ponce Preserve, Ponce Inlet
March 15: Park of Honor work day, 9 a.m., Olive Street, South Daytona
April 17: Graham Swamp, Colbert Lane, Flagler
April 19: Park of Honor work day, 9 a.m., Olive Street, South Daytona
May 15: Yellow Brick Road, Pershing Road Trail, Tiger Bay State Forest
May 17: Park of Honor work day, 9 a.m., Olive Street, South Daytona
June 19: Black Bear Wilderness Trail, Sanford
June 21: Park of Honor work day, 9 a.m., Olive Street, South Daytona
July 17: Pontoon Boat Ride
July: Park of Honor work day, 9 a.m., Olive Street, South Daytona 

Pawpaw on Facebook Keep up with chapter events at facebook.com/PawpawChapter

The Observatory
Its fecundity may sometimes lead 

us to scorn scarlet sage (Salvia coc-
cinea), but in winter, how thankful 
are we for that color—which isn’t al-
ways scarlet!—that seems to go non-
stop? At least it is in Doug’s yard.

Share your delights and discoveries 
by e-mailing your photos to  
shalehill@gmail.com.


